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2008 MoTWS Committees 

 

Audit-----Julie Fleming 
Chambers Scholarship-----Bill Eddleman 

Education/Graduate Fellowship-----Josh Millspaugh 
Farmer/Conservationist-----Bob Schroeppel 

MNRC Steering-----Ted Seiler 
Membership----- Rosemary Heinen 

Nominating/Elections-----Dave Murphy 
Professional Development-----Jennifer Mittelhauser 

Resolutions/Public Statements-----Joel Porath 
Runge Award-----Dennis Figg 

Raffle/Auction-----Dean Stucker 
Operations Manual-----Margie Mitchell 
Stephens Award-----President’s Choice 

 
 

 
MOTWS Hats Now Available! 

 

 
 

What better way to show your pride of the Missouri 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society than to wear one of 
our new hats!  The hats are $12 each. Contact any 
member of the Executive Board to purchase a 
MOWTS hat. Or be certain to bring your money to 
the 2009 Missouri Natural Resources Conference, 
February 4-6, 2009 at Tan-Tar-A resort at The Lake 
of the Ozarks and purchase one at the Chapter’s 
booth! 
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The President’s Corner 
  By John Vogel 

 
 

Professionalism and Accountability = 
Certification 

 
Greetings Fellow Wildlifers!  Since I started 
pursuing a career in the wildlife field I have been 
involved in The Wildlife Society.  I take great pride 
in serving as your President for the Missouri 
Chapter. 
 
I put a lot of thought into what I should write as my 
first President’s article for our spring newsletter.  I 
read several articles written by former MOTWS 
President’s.  Past articles covered topics ranging 
from increasing chapter membership, benefits to 
membership, mentoring of students, chapter 
accomplishments, and chapter goals.  I narrowed 
my search to two potential topics: (1) certification 
as a wildlife professional and (2) the difference 
between the Chi-square goodness-of-fit statistical 
test and the Wilcoxon-Mann Whitney statistical 
test.  I finally decided to write an article about 
certification since I know most of you would not 
have read past this paragraph had I chosen to 
discuss statistical tests! 
 
The first bit of research I did for this article was to 
check The Wildlife Society website.  They have a 
neat little tool that allows you to look up both 
Certified Wildlife Biologists and Associate Wildlife 
Biologists.  My search results were a bit 

disappointing.  In Missouri, we only have 77 
Certified Wildlife Biologists and 14 Associate 
Wildlife Biologists, and several of these folks have 
recently retired or moved on to other careers.  Now, 
you might be saying, “So what—you don’t have to 
be certified to be a good wildlife biologist and excel 
at your job.”  You are correct if that is what you’re 
thinking, I know of many excellent wildlife 
professionals working for state and federal 
agencies, universities, NGO’s, and private 
companies in Missouri that are not certified.  But I 
look at obtaining certification as a wildlife 
professional as one of the best benefits you can get 
from membership in The Wildlife Society. 
 
Along with certification in a profession, comes a 
certain level of credibility.  This is where I bring in 
the “professionalism and accountability” part of my 
equation.  Yes, I know that “professionalism” and 
“accountability” are two of the most overused 
buzzwords in many of our agencies these days.  Not 
too long ago someone sent me a bingo game that 
you could use to kill time during boring work 
meetings and both of these words were on the bingo 
game.  But we are professionals in the wildlife field.  
I learned about the importance of portraying 
professionalism early on in my studies.  Dr. Mark 
Ryan from the University of Missouri would always 
hold mock interviews with his students and provide 
feedback to help his students.  He stressed that we 
should act as though we were participating in a real 
interview.  I remember getting my score sheet back 
and in big red letters at the bottom of the page was a 
note that read “BUY A TIE.”  I got the message 
loud and clear that being prepared and portraying 
professionalism is important and that it influences 
the opinions that other people form about you.  In 
addition, we need to be accountable in our work 
dealing with land management, research, and public 
relations.  Many times we are called upon to 
provide expertise and input on projects.  For 
someone not familiar with our field of work, it can 
add a level of comfort or respect to know that they 
are dealing with someone with the proper 
background to provide input on a project.  When 
you are looked upon as the expert on a topic, people 
will hold you accountable for the information you 
provide on that topic.  This was evident in an article 
I recently read about a biologist who published an 
article in which he claimed the white-tailed 
jackrabbit had disappeared from the greater 
Yellowstone region.  He was later contacted by 



several peers and members of the public that 
provided information and photos proving that 
white-tailed jackrabbits still live in the region.  He 
held himself accountable for the mistake and 
corrected his original article. 
 
Certification is not a new concept.  In many other 
fields of work (engineering, landscape architecture, 
medicine, etc.) certification is a widely accepted, 
and often required practice.  Certification is 
required in many private sector wildlife jobs and 
strongly encouraged by some state and federal 
agencies.  So why is it not very common among 
wildlife professionals in Missouri?  One possible 
answer is that membership in The Wildlife Society 
is somewhat low in Missouri.  Another answer is 
that The Wildlife Society is not the best at “selling” 
the benefits of society membership to non-
members. 
 
The Wildlife Society website www.wildlife.org 
provides all the information about the certification 
program.  If you are not a Certified Wildlife 
Biologist, take some time to read more about the 
program on the website and give some thought to 
certification.  Being a Certified Wildlife Biologist 
through The Wildlife Society separates you from 
other wildlife professionals due to the integrity of 
the organization and the high standards of the 
certification process.  Certification can provide you 
with an advantage when applying for some jobs, 
dealing with the public, and in legal proceedings. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns 
about the Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
please feel free to share them with me or other 
members of the Executive Board.  I would be 
especially interested to hear any ideas you might 
have that deal with attracting field level staff to 
MOTWS.  We are considering incorporating a 
workshop topic into our annual meeting associated 
with the MNRC in 2009 with hopes of attracting 
some new membership.  Enjoy your family, your 
free time, and your work throughout the rest of the 
year!  I will end with one of my favorite quotes, 
“Struggle as hard as you can for whatever you 
believe in.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
 

January 1, 2008 thru May 15, 2008 
Alan Leary, Treasurer 

 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 
 
Beginning Balance as of 01/01/08          $5,458.29 
 
Credits 
 2008 Membership dues 143 @ $10  $1,430.00 
  
 2008 MNRC                                    $1,332.00 
 Raffle tickets                     $645.00 
 Silent auction                  $441.00 
 MoTWS hat sales             $246.00 
 
 Spring 2008 Workshop                   $470.00 
 Registrations                    $465.00 
 Donation                               $5.00 
 
 Other 
 Dividends                        $22.21 
 Donation                        $20.00 
 
 Total Credits                                    $3,274.21 
 
Debits 
 
 2008 MNRC                                       $467.97 
 Award Plaques & Engraving   $273.64 
 Gun for raffle                        $179.78 
 Postage - silent auction items    $14.55 
 
 Spring 2008 Workshop     $859.53 
 Food and accommodations    $859.53   
 
 Other 
 PO Box rental                   $20.00 
 
 Total Debits                                    $1,347.50 
 
 
Ending Balance as of 5/15/2008                $7,385.00 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wildlife.org/


2008 Annual Business Meeting Minutes 
 

MISSOURI CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE 
SOCIETY 

ANNUAL MEETING 
TAN-TAR-A RESORT, OSAGE BEACH, 

MISSOURI 
JANUARY 31, 2008 

 
President Mike Schroer called the annual meeting to 
order at 3:30 p.m. on January 31, 2008 at Tan-Tar-
A Resort in Osage Beach, Missouri. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
A treasurer’s report from Tom Kulowiec was 
handed out to the attendees.  Tom quickly 
summarized the financial report. 
 
ANNUAL AUDIT 
Julie Fleming presented the audit report that she 
conducted on the Treasurer’s books for 2008.  She 
reported that the financial books for the MOTWS 
were in order and correct.     
 
FARMER CONSERVATIONIST AWARD 
The 2007 Farmer Conservationist award was 
presented to Scott Crumpecker who farms in Scott, 
Stoddard, and New Madrid counties in Missouri.  
Scott has freely donated his time, energy, money 
and land for a variety of projects and is involved 
with many agencies including Missouri Department 
of Conservation, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Ducks 
Unlimited, University of Missouri-Columbia and 
Southeast Missouri State University.  He has land 
enrolled in CRP, LAWS, WHIP, and CSP.  Mr. 
Crumpecker is a leader in the agricultural 
community, has made an outstanding contribution 
to wildlife management, and is a worthy recipient of 
this award. 
 
  
GRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP 
AWARD 
The University of Missouri Graduate Fellowship 
was given to Conor McGowan.  Conor was a Ph.D. 
candidate at MU’s School of Natural Resources.  
His dissertation work focused upon the potential 
impact of “take” in the Missouri River valley on the 
viability of the Great Plains population of the piping 

plover.  Piping plovers are on the federal list of 
Threatened Species. 
 
JAMES D. CHAMBERS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Glenn Chambers announced the winner of the 2008 
James D. Chambers Memorial Scholarship.  Glenn 
announced that to date $6,500 has been awarded as 
student scholarships.   
 
Glenn announced that Brennan Kyle Swallow was 
this year’s recipient.  Brennan is a graduate student 
at Southeast Missouri State University where he is a 
graduate teaching assistant for an environmental 
biology course.  In the past, Brennan has worked for 
the Missouri Department of Conservation an 
assistant on the resource assessment and monitoring 
crew and at the Open Rivers and Wetlands Field 
Station. 
 
STUDENT CHAPTER REPORTS 
University of Central Missouri 
 President of the University of Central Missouri 
Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society, presented 
a report on their activities for the last year.  Their 
student chapter has been active in 2007.  Their list 
of activities included: 
 - Conducting trail maintenance 
 - Participating in dove banding 
 - Contributing work on a deer aging project 
  
Missouri State University 
Kara Bader provided an overview of the activities 
of MSU’s Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society.  
There are currently 10 paying members.  Their list 
of activities included: 
 - Fund raising efforts for the chapter including a 
barbeque 
 - Deer check in work 
 - Trail clean up efforts 
 
Over the next year, the chapter plans on putting 
several members through a fire workshop. 
 
Missouri Western State University 
The Student Chapter at Missouri Western State has 
been active in many activities during 2007.  Mike 
Voltz provided an update which included: 
 - Receiving The Student Chapter of the Year 
Award from National.   
 - Sending 3 members to Midwest Fish and 
Wildlife conference 



 - Received grant for garlic mustard removal 
 - Worked at the wing bee for doves 
 - Put 3 members through Hunter Education 
Instructor training 
 - Worked at habitat work days at Squaw Creek 
National Wildlife Refuge 
 
During the next year, the chapter plans on having a 
ropes repelling class for members and conducting 
additional brush removal.  The Student Chapter has 
an ending account balance of $5598.54. 
 
Southeast Missouri State University 
The Southeast Missouri State University’s Student 
Chapter reported that their Chapter had been active 
in: 
 - Participating in the spring workshop 
 - Sending 3 members to receive fire training 
 - Participating in black bear work 
 - Chapter took a camping and floating trip 
 - Had 2 barbeques for fund raisers  
 
University of Missouri-Columbia 
The University of Missouri-Columbia’s Student 
Chapter reported that their Chapter had been active 
in several areas over the previous year.  These 
included: 
 - Running the concession stand at home football 
games 
 - Participating in deer aging efforts 
 - The Chapter sent 5 members to TWS annual 
meeting in Tucson 
 - The Chapter sent 8 members to the Midwest 
Fish and Wildlife Conference 
 - Conducted a resume workshop 
 - Sent members to a wilderness first responders 
course 
 - Sent members to the Sand Hills in Nebraska 
 - Participated in the spring workshop 
 
During the next year, the chapter plans on attending 
the student conclave in Michigan, looking for ways 
to work with 4th grade students in Columbia, and 
becoming affiliate members with the Conservation 
Foundation of Missouri.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
James D. Memorial Scholarship Fund report was 
given by Glen Chambers.  As of January 29, 2008 
the share draft account had $25.88, Certificate #14 
had a current value of $4,927.15, certificate #15 
$2,551.72 and certificate #16 $5,158.70 for a total 

value of $12,663.45.  Dan Witter and his wife 
generously contributed $1000.00 to the fund which 
is accounted for in the aforementioned total. 
 
YEAR IN REVIEW 
President Schroer gave an overview of the past year 
and thanked members for all their efforts.  At the 
national level, TWS membership up by 3% over 
2006, but membership of the Missouri State Chapter 
is down approximately 10%.  Missouri’s own 
Wayne Porath was recognized nationally as a TWS 
Fellow.  A new magazine put out by TWS, The 
Wildlifer is currently being published.  John Vogel 
was sent by the state chapter to the National TWS 
meeting in Tucson.  President Schroer recognized 
the efforts of outgoing officers, Tim Russell, Tom 
Kulowiec and pointed out that next year we will 
need to fill President-elect, Secretary, and Board 
member-at-large positions on the executive board.  
He also informed the state chapter that Ted Seiler 
has agreed to be Steering Committee Chair for the 
Missouri Natural Resources Conference in 2011.  
President Schroer also thanked Margie Mitchell for 
all her work on the newsletter and operations 
manual;  
 
ELECTION RESULTS 
Mike Schroer announced that Rochelle Renken had 
won President-elect and Alan Leary was elected as 
Treasurer. Therefore, the officers for 2008 will be: 
 
 Past-president  Mike Schroer 
 President   John Vogel 
 President-elect  Rochelle Renken 
 Treasurer   Alan Leary 
 Secretary   Mike Hubbard 
 Board Member Bob Alexander 
 
MINUTES FROM 2007 ANNUAL MEETING 
Copies of the 2007 Annual Meeting Minutes were 
provided to the membership by Secretary Mike 
Hubbard.  Mike asked the members to quickly 
review the minutes and provide any needed 
changes.  Several editing changes were suggested 
and made.  A motion to accept the revised minutes 
was made and seconded.  The motion was approved 
by the membership. 
 
Presidential authority was passed from Mike 
Schroer to John Vogel. 
 



John thanked Tom Kulowiec and Dean Stucker for 
their work in the TWS booth at this year’s MNRC; 
Tom Kulowiec, Tim Russell, Julie Flemming, and 
Margie Mitchell were recognized for their efforts 
related to the TWS booth at the MNRC; 
 
John also took the opportunity to encouraged 
members to apply for the travel grants available 
through the state chapter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ted Seiler asked the membership for help with the 
2011 MNRC conference. 
 
Mike Schroer went through suggested changes to 
the Missouri State Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
by-laws that were recommended by the executive 
board. Suggested changes must go through the 
National TWS chapter and be in the hands of State 
Chapter members for at least 30 days prior to 
voting.  Consequently, membership will be asked to 
vote on the suggested by-law changes at the annual 
meeting in 2009.  Suggested changes will also be 
made available on-line at the MOTWS website.  It 
was pointed out that changes to appendices do not 
have to be voted on.  Mike Schroer also pointed out 
that several changes to the Operations Manual had 
also been made by the executive board and those 
changes were already incorporated into the Manual 
(these changes do not have to approved by the 
membership). 
 
John Vogel ran through the committees and their 
chairs and asked members to participate on any 
committees that they had interest in. 
 
John discussed possible changes to the MoTWS 
Newsletter related to including information from 
newsletters from other professional societies (i.e. 
Missouri State Chapter of the American Fisheries 
Society).  He stated that he is looking for new ways 
to engage students and our student chapters in 
various aspects of TWS.  He asked students to 
provide him ideas if they have any. 
 
President Vogel discussed the Spring MoTWS 
Workshop that is going to be held at St. Charles 
County Park.  The Park is a big supporter of TWS 
and is going to waive approximately $1,800 worth 
of services that they are going to provide during the 

event. The workshop will be held on April 4th – 
April 6th, 2008. 
 
Changes to Operational Manual related to MU 
graduate scholarship was discussed with members 
by Mike Schroer.  Mike pointed out that the 
scholarship was actually being paid out of funds 
from the University of Missouri-Columbia and was 
not available to students at other universities or 
colleges. 
 
David Thorne made suggestions related to members 
possibly using the travel grants to attend new 
conference opportunities related to human 
dimensions work.   
 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn at 4:47 was made and accepted. 
 
Editor’s note:  If you see that 2008 meeting minutes 
require a change, please contact Mike Hubbard 
with those suggested changes. 
 

 

 
Have you ever wanted to attend 
The Wildlife Society’s Annual 

Conference, but thought you just 
could not find the money to go? 

 
The Missouri Chapter Travel Grant is available to all 
MOTWS members for travel to conferences. In these 
days of tight budgets, additional funds such as the Travel 
Grant could be just what you need to convince your boss 
to let you make that trip!  It is easy to apply! Go to our 
website at www.motws.org  to apply today!  The 
conference registration opens June 30! 

 

http://www.motws.org/


 
MOTWS Committee Reports 

Resolutions/Statements Committee 
   Report submitted by Joel Porath 
 
The Resolutions/Statements Committee is currently 
working on 4 statements or resolutions.  Work is in 
progress on the following issues: 
 1.  Feral Hog Public Statement. 
2.  Statement regarding shifting teaching at universities 
more toward ecology/conservation than wildlife 
management. 
3.  Statement regarding biofuels and the impacts on 
wildlife and habitats. 
4.  Potential resolution regarding the Public Trust 
Doctrine. 
 The statement on feral hogs is the most developed at 
this time.   
 
Professional Development Committee 
  Report submitted by Jennifer Mittelhauser 
 
I am interested in receiving feedback from you as to the 
types of programs that you would like to see that would 
offer contact hours toward re-certification.  So far, 
interest has been expressed for a leadership workshop 
and as well as a conflict resolution workshop.  
Tentatively we have discussed offering two professional 
development workshops per year; one on the Friday of 
the state workshop and another sometime during the 
summer on a weekday(s).   
  
Your input is greatly appreciated!  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at mitttelhauser@ucmo.edu 
or 660-543-8877.   
 
MNRC Steering Committee 
  Report submitted by Ted Seiler 
 
The 2009 Missouri Natural Resources Conference will 
be held on February 4-6 at Tan-Tar-A at Lake of the 
Ozarks.  The theme for the conference is “Global Events, 
Local Impacts: Adapting to Climate Change in 
Missouri.”  The plenary speakers include Dave 
Gustafson, an environmental scientist for Monsanto and 
Peter Nowak, Outreach Chair for the Nelson Institute for 
Environmental Studies.  The first call for papers for the 
conference was made in mid-May.   
 
Finally, I am still looking for help with the 2011 
conference committee. The subcommittee assignments 
that yet need to be filled are for the program, social, 
visual aids and equipment, workshops, publicity, web 
liaison, student job fair, and 5K run subcommittees. 
Anyone who wants to help out can call, email, snail 
mail, fax, personally visit, or use any other means of 

contacting me that they wish.  I'll find something for 
them to do.  
 

 
 

 
The Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society annually 
recognizes the significant contributions of individuals, 
students, and organizations to the conservation of 
wildlife within the State.  We give an award – the 
Farmer/Conservationist Award - to a farmer or farm 
family who take the extra effort to encourage wildlife on 
their property.  We also recognize individuals, groups, or 
an organization not necessarily affiliated with MOTWS 
who significantly and positively impact wildlife 
conservation in Missouri.  The award – the G. Andy 
Runge Award - recognizes original thinking, innovation, 
and creativity in solving a problem with wildlife 
conservation implications. 
 
Any of us can nominate individuals, organizations, or 
farmers for these awards.  If you know of someone or an 
organization deserving of special recognition, please 
contact the appropriate committee chairperson listed on 
the first page of this newsletter or tell a member of the 
Executive Board.  Nominations for the Farmer 
Conservationist and G. Andy Runge Awards must be 
submitted to the appropriate committee by the end of 
November each year so that committee decisions can be 
made, plaques ordered for the awardees, and travel 
arrangements made for awardees to attend the Missouri 
Natural Resources Conference.  So put on your thinking 
caps and submit those nominations this fall to award 
those people you think deserve a big thank you from us!      

 
 

 
 
The State Chapter dues ($10.00 annually) are important 
to maintain our funds towards projects, the website, 
scholarships, workshops, and travel reimbursement. If 
you have not paid your dues for 2008, please mail 
payment to: 
 
  Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
  PO Box 743 
  Columbia, MO 65205 – 0743 
 

 
 



 
One of the highlights of the annual meeting at the 
Missouri Natural Resources Conference each year is 
the opportunity to honor Chapter members and 
others who have significantly contributed to the 
management and conservation of the State’s 
wildlife resources.  At the 2008 conference, the 
Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society again 
awarded people with our five awards or 
scholarships.  Our most prestigious award, the E. 
Sydney Stephens Professional Wildlife Award was 
given to Norb Giessman, a former management 
biologist, research biologist, and administrator at 
the Missouri Department of Conservation.  Norb 
provided 30 years of service to the Department and 
the conservation community in various roles within 
the Conservation Department and as treasurer and 
president of the Missouri Chapter of TWS.   
 
The G. Andy Runge Award was given to Kit 
Freudenburg, a Grants and Donations Coordinator 
for the Missouri Conservation Heritage Foundation.  
Kit’s fund raising skills have been instrumental in 
garnering over $15 million dollars in grants and 
donations for the Heritage Foundation.  The money, 
in turn, has been used in the establishment of 
conservation education facilities, such as the Kansas 
City Discovery Center and in on-the-ground special 
projects between the Missouri Department of 
Conservation and private landowners.  
 
Our Farmer/Conservationist Award was given to 
Scott Crumpecker of Sikeston, Missouri.  Mr. 
Crumpecker runs a 965-acre grain crop operation in 
New Madrid, Scott, and Stoddard counties.  He has 
established food plots and left standing crops in his 
fields, practiced timber stand improvement in his 
woodlands, planted warm season grasses, and 
created riparian and field buffers on much of the 
farm. 
 
The University of Missouri Graduate Fellowship 
was given to Conor McGowan.  Conor was a  Ph.D. 
candidate at MU’s School of Natural Resources.  
His dissertation work focused upon the potential 
impact of “take” in the Missouri River valley on the 

viability of the Great Plains population of the piping 
plover. 
 
And finally, the James D. Chambers Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded to Kyle Swallow, a MS 
graduate student at Southeast Missouri State 
University.  Kyle is performing research on Banded 
Sculpin in the Cinque Hommes Creek drainage 
basin.  Kyle is collecting information about the 
reproduction, home range, and diet of Banded 
Sculpins.   
 
Take this opportunity to look around you and think 
of nominating a colleague, a farmer, or a project 
partner for the 2008 Chapter awards!  Contact the 
committee chairs listed on the newsletter front page 
with your nominations. 

 
2008 MOTWS Spring Student 

Workshop 
  By John Vogel 
On the weekend of April 4-6, 30 students 
representing 4 student chapters of The Wildlife 
Society in Missouri and one Illinois student chapter 
participated in the 4th annual MOTWS Spring 
Student Workshop.  The workshop was held at 
Klondike County Park in St. Charles, Missouri.  
The St. Charles County Parks and Recreation 
Department graciously hosted the workshop and 
provided free lodging and meeting space for the 
entire event.  A special thank you goes out to Parks 
Director Bettie Yahn-Kramer for allowing MOTWS 
to host the event at the park for no charge! 
 
Most of the students arrived on Friday evening and 
had some free time to relax and get settled into their 
cabins or campsites.  Temperatures dropped into the 
30’s on Friday night and the students were greeted 
with a “cool” start on Saturday morning.  At least 
one student commented about the ice that formed on 
his tent overnight! 
 
The workshop got underway bright and early with a 
session led by Rochelle Renken (MDC Resource 
Scientist and MOTWS President-Elect) on search 
techniques for herptofauna.  Herps were hard to find 
due to the cool spring conditions, but the students 
did manage to find a ribbon snake. 
 



 
 
The next workshop session was led by Danny 
Brown (MDC Fisheries Management Biologist) on 
fish sampling techniques in big river ecosystems.  
Due to spring flood conditions on the Missouri 
River, live specimens were hard to come by, but 
Danny was able to bring a shovelnose sturgeon for 
the students to enjoy.   
 

 
 
After the fisheries session the group went to a 
nearby wetland mitigation site in the Missouri River 
floodplain to discuss floodplain ecology and the 
impacts of the flood of 1993.  Our tour guide for the 
floodplain ecology session was Mike Arduser 
(MDC Natural History Biologist).  By late morning 
the cooler weather had turned into a beautiful 
Missouri spring day with full sun and warm 
temperatures. 
 

 
 

After a break for lunch, Jamie Schneidervin and 
Drew Hane from USDA-APHIS led a workshop 
session on raptor trapping and handling, and 
nuisance Canada goose management.  A lucky trap 
set earlier in the morning led to a capture of a 
Cooper’s Hawk for the students to observe.  In 
addition, Jamie was able to bring a red-tailed hawk 
from an earlier capture.  Being able to observe these 
two raptors up close was a great opportunity for the 
students. 
 

 
 
Next on the agenda was the first part of a student 
competition to test the students’ knowledge of 
Missouri flora and fauna.  John Vogel (President 
MOTWS) set up an orienteering course in the park 
that required the students to both navigate with a 
map and ID a variety of flora and fauna.  Students 
were sorted into mixed school teams to encourage 
networking among students from different schools. 



 
The last session of the day was a trap shoot at the 
August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area 
Shooting Range.  This session was also part of the 
student team competition.  There were several 
students in the group that had never fired a gun 
before, much less shoot a claybird flying through 
the air.  We had some great teamwork happening 
between students who had shooting experience and 
new shooters.  All of our new shooters were able to 
break one or more targets! 
 

 
 
Overall, the 4th Annual MOTWS Spring Student 
Workshop was a huge success.  This workshop 
provides a great opportunity for the students to 
network with each other, MOTWS members and 
professionals in the field.  Rochelle is already 
working to line up the 5th Annual MOTWS Spring 
Student Workshop.  If you would like to participate 
in this important event, please contact a member of 
the Executive Board. 

 
 

 

 
 
Remember the old saying (slightly modified), “One 
person’s junk is another person’s treasure”. If you have 
something that might make a good raffle item for the 
MOTWS booth at the MNRC, please consider making a 
donation. The raffle is always a good source of funds for 
MOTWS to help build the coffer! Contact Dean Stucker, 
or any of the Executive Board members to donate a 
raffle item.  THANK YOU! 

 
 

Student Chapter Reports 
There are currently 5 active Student Chapters of The 
Wildlife Society in Missouri.  The following are reports 
of activities from some of the chapters. 
 
Missouri State University 
  By Kara Bader 
 
Officer elections for the MSU Chapter were held on 
May 7th.  Results are as follows:  President- Emily 
Spellman, Vice President- Shelly Dey, Secretary- 
Ashley Dunkle, Treasurer- Kara Bader, Reporter- 
Melanie Stanek, Public Relations- Jacob Cowherd. 
 
Earlier in the semester, the chapter attended the 
MNRC conference at Lake of the Ozarks, MO.  We 
also conducted a trash pick-up on our adopted 
street, Mayfair Road. 
 
Missouri Western University in St. Joe 
  By Michael Voltz, Student Chapter President 
 
In December 2007, a delegation from the Missouri 
Western State University Student Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society attended the Midwest Fish and 
Wildlife Conference in Madison, WI where we 
received the North Central Section’s Student 
Chapter of the Year Award for the 2006-2007 
academic year.  In the fall of 2008 we began a 
partnership with the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 
Kansas to offer wildlands fire training to members 
of our student chapter.  Chapter members were able 
to take the Pack Test to earn their federal “red 
card”.  Our student chapter attended the Missouri 
Natural Resource Conference where members 
staffed an information booth and some members 
presented their independent research.  Members of 
the chapter received Hunter Education Instructor 
Training and certification to teach Hunter Education 
classes. Our chapter organized and hosted a deer 
aging workshop where professionals from the 
Missouri Department of Conservation Resource 
Sciences came and taught how to age deer by tooth 
replacement.  Participants learned how to correctly 
extract lower incisors for later processing in the lab.   
During hunting season trained members of our 
student chapter were then crew chiefs for groups of 
members that went to selected deer processing 
businesses in various counties to collect the teeth. 
These teeth were used for the on-going population 
management study being conducted by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation.  Our Chapter hosted a 



deer antler measuring workshop and then 
participated in the Missouri Department of 
Conservation’s Deer Antler Measuring Day.  Our 
Chapter hosted a “How to Use Herbicides Safely” 
workshop then participated in several habitat 
restoration workdays at Squaw Creek National 
Wildlife Refuge.  We have committed to 175 
volunteer hours at the refuge.  Chapter members 
partook in Stream Team training. Student members 
attended the State Chapter of The Wildlife Society’s 
annual Spring Skills Workshop. We have continued 
the upkeep on the nature trails on campus.  Using 
GPS technology, the annual survey of hazardous 
wastes and illegal dumpsites on campus has given 
our members field experience using state of the art 
mapping GPS technology.  We look forward to 
participating in additional programs in the future 
and are proud of our achievements. 
 
University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg 
  By Gary Blagg, Student Chapter Reporter 
 
The University of Central Missouri’s Student 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society has been active in a 
number of areas this past year. Members of our 
executive board attended the national meeting in 
Tucson and we had a group of members attend the 
State Chapter Spring Workshop April 5th at 
Klondike in St. Charles, Missouri. Several members 
attended a seminar conducted by Tony Mong, MDC 
and University of Missouri, about his ongoing Dove 
Research Project. Volunteers worked at James A. 
Reed Wildlife Conservation Area on opening day of 
Dove season, clipping wings for aging. Lonnie 
Hansen from MDC conducted a deer aging 
workshop for our members and we singlehandedly 
manned a field data collection site where we 
processed approximately 150 deer. We are still 
committed to our ongoing recycling efforts here on 
campus and our Fall Fundraiser, Fright Night, was a 
gruesome success. More recently our Education 
Committee chairperson and several other members 
have rallied behind an effort to revitalize an existing 
but dilapidated Environmental Education Center 
belonging to the University. After a community 
petition drive and a society clean up day we had 
about 30 children attend the first event held at the 
facility in several years. We hosted a booth at the 
Missouri Natural Resources Conference in January 
and several members had the opportunity to take 
part in Society business at the State Chapter level as 
well as meeting society members from other 

universities and organizations. Our annual spring 
fundraising event, BioBlitz, took place at Pertle 
Springs on April 26 and we had very good 
community response considering the unseasonably 
cool weather. The University of Central Missouri 
recently held an Arbor Day campus wide recycling 
contest which our chapter won. We have been 
honored for our efforts in that regard by the planting 
of a Ben Franklin tree which will be included on the 
campus “Tree Trail.” 

 

 
15th Annual Wildlife Society Conference 

Miami, Florida 
November 8 – 12, 2008 

Early Registration Opens June 30 and Ends October 10 
Go To http://joomla.wildlife.org/miami08 for details! 

 
Preliminary Program 
 Plenary – “Thriving Within Limits” 
  
 Workshops – 11 workshops to be offered, including: 

Trapping Matters 
Overcoming Challenges when Restoring Habitat for 

Wildlife 
Structured Decision Making and Adaptive Management: 

A Morality Play in Four Acts, With Geek Chorus 
 

Symposia - 20 symposia to be offered, including: 
Invasive Plants and Invertebrates: Habitat Impacts and 

Management Tools 
Integrating Wildlife and Resource Conservation with 

Urban Planning 
Documenting Wildlife Benefits of the Farm Bill through 

CEAP 
Deer Ecology and Management in Developed 

Landscapes 
And to go to the conference, apply for a MOTWS 
Travel Grant at our website, http://www.motws.org ! 

 

http://joomla.wildlife.org/miami08


 
 

MNRC 2011– MOTWS is the Host Society 
 
As the Host Society of our annual Quad Society 
Conference in 2011, MOTWS will need help from many 
members to help make the conference a success. 
Registration workers are always welcome; illumination 
engineers (turn the lights off/on) are in demand; plus, we 
are always looking for fresh faces to work our Society 
booth during the conference. We want the 2011 MNRC 
to be the best it can be – with your involvement.  If you 
can volunteer during the 2011 MNRC, please contact 
Ted Seiler at: Ted.Seiler@mdc.mo.gov. 
 

 
Conferences of Interest 

 
15th Annual Wildlife Society Conference – November 

8-12, 2008  Miami, Florida 
http://joomla.wildlife.org/miami08 

 
69th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference – 

December 14-17, 2008  Columbus, Ohio 
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Home/wild_resourcessubhom
epage/mastercalendar/MidwestFishWildlifeConference/t

abid/19507/Default.aspx 
 

Missouri Natural Resources Conference – February 4-
6, 2009  Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri 

http://www.mnrc.org 
 

Other TWS Annual Conference Locations 
Monterey, California -- September 20-24, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

February 4-6, 2009 at Lake of the Ozarks 
 
 
 
 

 

Websites to Know 
 

Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
http://www.motws.org  
 
The Wildlife Society 
http://www.wildlife.org/index.cfm  
 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
http://www.mdc.mo.gov  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
http://www.fws.gov/ 
 
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
http://www.iafwa.org/ 
 
Conservation Federation of Missouri 
http://www.confedmo.org  
 
MO DNR   
http://www.dnr.mo.gov    
 
USDA/NRCS 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/           
 
USDA/APHIS  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/  
 
Texas A&M job board 
http://wfscnet.tamu.edu/jobboard/index.htm 
 
Conservation Federation of Missouri 
http://www.confedmo.org/ 
 
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance 
http://www.wlfa.org/ 
 
Organization of Wildlife Planners 
http://www.owpweb.org/ 
 
Wildlife Management Institute 
http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org 
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New Publication on the Response Wildlife 

and Fish to Farm Bill Conservation Practices 
 
 BETHESDA, MD — The Wildlife Society 
(TWS)  released their literature review "Fish 
and Wildlife Response to Farm Bill Conservation 
Practices," which is available for purchase at 
www.wildlife.org. The 120-page report reviews 
scientific literature on the effects of various 
agricultural conservation practices on fish and 
wildlife, and is the product of a partnership 
between the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the Farm Service Agency, and TWS. 
The review was prepared by a committee of 
experts, chaired by Jonathan B. Haufler, of the 
Ecosystem Management Research Institute.  

"This volume addresses conservation practices that 
can be used to provide fish and wildlife benefits through 
the Farm Bill," comments Haufler in the executive 
summary. "It does not specifically focus on 
investigations of actual Farm Bill funded projects, but 
rather summarizes investigations that have addressed 
various benefits or impacts to fish and wildlife resources 
associated with the primary practices utilized for fish 
and wildlife objectives within Farm Bill programs."  

Each chapter is designed to address primary 
practices and their fish and wildlife benefits. In addition, 
a final chapter discusses the importance and need for 
adaptive management - the integration of design, 
management, and monitoring to systematically test 
assumptions in order to adapt and learn.  

• Chapter 1, "Effects of Cropland 
Conservation Practices on Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat," reviews the literature 
on how wildlife and agriculture can 
coexist if land is managed to conserve 
sufficient biological integrity (i.e., plant 
communities and habitat elements 
compatible with the surrounding 
landscape).  

• In Chapter 2, "Grassland Establishment for 
Wildlife Conservation," the authors 
discuss the impact of grass field 
establishment and management on 
wildlife species, noting that the 

establishment of grasslands has important 
implications for wildlife, especially in 
areas historically rich in grasslands that 
have since been converted to row crop 
agriculture.  

• Chapter 3, "Agricultural Buffers and 
Wildlife Conservation," provides a 
summary of the wildlife benefits of linear 
conservation practices such as filter 
strips, grassed waterways, buffers, 
contour strips, riparian strips, 
windbreaks, and shelterbelts.  

• Chapter 4, "Benefits of Farm Bill Grassland 
Conservation Practices to Wildlife," 
discusses Farm Bill conservation 
practices that apply to rangelands, with 
prescribed grazing, prescribed burning, 
range planting, and restoration of 
declining habitats showing some of the 
greatest benefits to wildlife. However, 
even as they provide great benefit, there 
can also be detrimental effects, which 
need additional research and study.  

• The authors of Chapter 5, "Fish and Wildlife 
Benefits Associated with Wetland 
Establishment Practice," summarize the 
findings of studies conducted to 
document fish and wildlife response to 
wetlands creation and restoration 
practices.  

• In Chapter 6, "Effects of Conservation 
Practices on Aquatic Habitats and 
Fauna," the authors examine the effects 
of National Resources Conservation 
Service defined conservation practices 
used as conservation measures for aquatic 
species and their habitats.  

• The final chapter, "Using Adaptive 
Management to Meet Conservation 
Goals" summarizes new strategies and 
concepts to guide managers in reaching 
conservation goals. 

"The complexities of fish and wildlife responses to 
various conservation practices under the Farm Bill 
make simple conclusions difficult," stated Dr. 
Michael Hutchins, executive director of TWS. 
"Responses by many taxa are virtually unknown. 
Additional research is needed if responses to 
practices are to be adequately understood, and then 
used for effective planning and implementation." 
(Press release used with permission of The Wildlife Society.)

 

http://www.wildlife.org/


 
Ever wonder about the possible impacts of 
wind energy development upon wildlife?  

The Wildlife Society has just released a new 
publication discussing this issue. 

BETHESDA, MD — The Wildlife Society (TWS) 
announced that their latest technical review, Impacts 
of Wind Energy Facilities on Wildlife and Wildlife 
Habitat, is now available for purchase at 
www.wildlife.org. The 50-page report, prepared by a 
committee of experts, discusses both direct and 
indirect effects of wind power on wildlife and makes 
recommendations about addressing these effects to 
better protect native wildlife and their habitats.  

Economically developed countries worldwide, most 
notably the United States, are highly dependent on fossil 
fuels to supply their energy needs. Conventional power 
generation from fossil fuels has a host of well-
documented environmental impacts, the most notable 
being the emission of carbon dioxide (CO2), a key 
contributor to climate change. Development of wind 
power offers promise of producing energy, while also 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from carbon-based 
sources. "While wind power offers an array of benefits 
to developed and developing countries, wind energy is 
not environmentally neutral," commented Dr. Ed Arnett, 
Conservation Scientist with Bat Conservation 
International and chair of the technical review 
committee. "There are both direct and indirect 
consequences of wind energy facilities, including the 
often overlooked impacts resulting from loss of habitat 
for wildlife due to construction, the footprint of the 
facility, and increased human access."  

The TWS Technical Review summarizes information on 
the impacts of wind energy facilities on wildlife and 
wildlife habitat primarily at land-based facilities. The 
experts gathered and analyzed information on world 
energy demands, wind energy development and 
technology, state and federal permitting processes, 
wildlife fatalities, habitat alteration (including animal 

displacement, and fragmentation), offshore development, 
and issues surrounding monitoring and research 
methodology and use of technological tools. Also 
discussed are information needs for siting wind energy 
facilities where risks to wildlife can be minimized. The 
report emphasizes the need to monitor wind energy 
impacts so that agency managers and biologists, 
researchers, decision makers, wind industry providers, 
and other stakeholders are sufficiently informed to help 
avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts of wind energy 
facilities on wildlife and wildlife habitat.  

In the report synopsis, the experts note that "there is a 
dearth of information upon which to base decisions 
regarding siting of wind energy facilities, responses by 
wildlife, and possible mitigation strategies. With few 
exceptions, most work conducted to date at terrestrial 
facilities has been relatively short-term (e.g., one year or 
in some cases only one field season). Longer-term 
studies are required to elucidate patterns and develop 
predictive models for estimating fatalities and evaluating 
possible habitat fragmentation or other disturbance 
effects."  

"Clean, renewable and economically feasible 'green 
energy' sources are worth pursuing, and wind power 
contributes to renewable energy portfolios," stated Dr. 
Michael Hutchins, Executive Director of TWS. "We will 
pursue policy initiatives that seek to persuade developers 
of wind energy sources to cooperate with scientists and 
natural resource agencies in developing and testing 
methods to minimize harm to wildlife."  

"It would represent a step backward to develop 'green 
energy' to the detriment of wildlife and their habitats, 
especially when we profess to be in an age of 
environmental awareness and action," Hutchins 
concluded.  

(Press release used with permission of The Wildlife Society.) 
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