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Audit -----Tom Bell 

Chambers Scholarship-----Bill Eddleman 
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Professional Development-----Jennifer Mittelhauser 

Resolutions/Public Statements-----Vacant 
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Raffle/Auction-----Elsa Gallagher 

Operations Manual-----Margie Mitchell 

Stephens Award-----Presidentôs Choice 
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The Presidentôs Corner 
     By Rochelle Renken 

 

 
 

It made my day! 

 

My husband, Mike, and I were giving MDCôs 

Runge Nature Center staff a hand during their 

Haunted Habitats Halloween celebration.  Dressed 

as duck hunters, Mike and I were manning the trail 

station where we blew on duck calls and repeated 

scripted lines on how wetlands were important to 

Missouriôs wildlife.  We had just finished 

performing before another group of children and 

their parents, and the group was moving on to the 

next station with the last parents just leaving our 

station.  One father stopped and simply said to Mike 

and me, ñThank you for your service.ò 

 

I was a little stunned.  After all, I had spent a mere 5 

minutes performing a little skit about conservation 

for this group of parents and children, and this 

gentleman had said just five words that truly made 

me feel honored.  I did not know the man, but this 

stranger had paid me one of the nicest compliments 

I had ever received.  He thanked me for my work 

and effort.  And I greatly appreciated the use of his 

word, ñservice,ò because he recognized that we 

were not out there to just entertain, but to serve the 

public and our natural resources by educating 

people.  

 

As I started my term as chapter president this year, I 

have tried to keep this concept, ñservice,ò in mind.  

Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society executive 

board members are simply in place to serve chapter 

members.  Our job is to create situations for you to 

network and learn, and to provide opportunities for 

you to expand your knowledge and grow as 

professionals.  To provide better ñservice,ò our 

chapter now has a listserve that can be used to ask 

questions of your colleagues or to alert members of 

training and continuing education opportunities.  If 

you want to join the listserve, contact our 

Professional Development Committee Chair, 

Jennifer Mittelhauser at Mittelhauser@ucmo.edu, 

and ask to be added to the listserve. 

   

The Chapter is also hosting a workshop in July to 

provide members with another training opportunity 

and forum for networking.  This workshop focuses 

upon wind energy development impacts upon 

wildlife in Missouri.  It will be held at the King 

City, Missouri Legion Hall on July 24 from 10 am 

to 4 pm.  The workshop consists of a tour of the 

Wind Capital Groupôs Bluegrass Ridge wind farm 

and speakers discussing the impacts of wind energy 

development upon bats and birds, and strategies for 

reducing the impacts of wind development on 

wildlife.  See announcements in this newsletter and 

on the Chapterôs website (http://www.motws.org) 

for further information and a workshop registration 

form.  Workshop registration and lunch is free to 

paid Chapter members!  

   

We are also exchanging workshop invitations with 

the Missouri Chapter of the Society of American 

Foresters.  Earlier this year MOSAF invited 

MOTWS members to their May workshop on 

uneven-aged forest management as performed on 

Pioneer Forest near Eminence.  I attended this 

MOSAF workshop to learn more about uneven-

aged forest management and the potential wildlife 

benefits of this forest management strategy.  Our 

Chapter will continue to exchange invitations with 

MOFSAF so our members can take advantage of 

more professional development opportunities. 

    

It is my hope that by the end of this year you will 

think that the executive board will have ñservedò 

you and other members.  I can think of no greater 

compliment than to hear that our Chapter provided a 

member with information, a network for 

communicating, or a chance to broaden their 

knowledge of wildlife ecology and management in 

Missouri or the nation.  We, the executive board, 

hope to earn the words, ñThank you for your 

service.ò    
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Treasurerôs Report 

 

January 1, 2009 thru June 16, 2009 

Alan Leary, Treasurer 

 

CHECKING ACCOUNT  

Beginning balance as of 01/01/09 $6,682.86 

Ending balance as of 06/16/09                      $8,552.56 

 

Credits 

2008 Membership dues:  1    @ $10       $      10.00 

2009 Membership dues:  135@ $10           $ 1,350.00 

 

2009 MNRC income    $ 1,144.22 

 Silent auction      $   574.00 

 Raffle tickets      $   570.22 

  
 

Spring 2009 Workshop       $ 630.00 

 Registration s     $  630.00 

  

Other              $ 25.82 

  Dividends          $ 25.82 
2009 Wind Energy Workshop                                      $60.00 

Registrations       $  60.00 

 

Total Income                                                 $3,220.04 

 

Debits 

 

2009 MNRC expenses      $  618.08 

 Award plaques & engraving    $  302.10 

 Rifle purchased for gun raffle  $  239.98 

 Tables for booth                        $   76.00 

 

      

2009 Spring Workshop                               $702.86 

 Food & accommodations         $ 702.86          

        

 

Other                                                               $     29.40

 PO Box Rental          $  21.00 

 Stamps                                       $    8.40 

  

Total Expenses                                              $1,350.34 

   

Primary Share Account (Mid-West Account) 

 

 Beginning Balance as of January 1, 2009   $50.22 

       Ending Balance as of June 16, 2009           $50.48 

Credits: 

 Dividends:                                    $00.26 

Total Income:            $00.26 

Debits: 

Total Expenses:           $00.00 

 

 
 

 
 

I suspect students attending the 2009 Spring Student 

Workshop  on April  4-5 will remember the 

workshop for the wind, the booming prairie 

chickens, the wind, the tasty fish served at Saturday 

nightôs feast, the wind, and the talks and activities 

on prairie wildlife and management.  Did I mention 

it was windy that weekend? 

 

 
 

Students from four student TWS chapters attended 

the one and a half day-long workshop at Wah-Kon-

Tah Prairie near El Dorado Springs and learned 

about prairie/grassland management, prairie 

wildlife, and watched booming prairie chickens.  In 

all, 39 students from the University of Central 

Missouri, Missouri State, Southeast Missouri State, 

and the University of Missouri ï Columbia 

participated in the workshop and had a chance to 

learn from and interact with nine working 

professionals.  Some of the professionals shared 

what they knew about prairies and prairie wildlife 



management by giving presentations on patch burn 

grazing, prairie reconstruction using seeds, prairie 

or grassland management on private land, and quail 

management.  Other professionals led activities or 

discussions on principles of prairie management, 

basics of prescribed fire, the history of prairie 

chickens in Missouri, prairie chicken restoration 

efforts, and prairie small mammal and bird 

identification.  A highlight for all students was the 

opportunity to watch nearly a dozen male prairie 

chickens boom on a knoll at Wah-Kon-Tah Prairie 

each morning.  For most students, this was their 

first chance to ever see prairie chickens.  

 

 
 

A new segment of the workshop was devoted to 

introducing students to alternative uses of wildlife 

biology degrees in the working world.  Three 

professionals with wildlife biology educations or 

ties to the conservation community argued that 

there are many job niches in the field of wildlife 

conservation.  An attorney from the Illinois 

Attorney Generalôs Office talked to students about 

using their wildlife degree as a springboard for a 

career in environmental law.  She described how 

her wildlife biology education gave her a deeper 

understanding of the effects of pollutants in the 

environment.  A former journalist with the St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch told students how their education 

combined with writing skills could result in a career 

as an outdoor writer.  He spoke of the need to 

communicate information and knowledge about 

conservation to the general public.  And our own 

Dan Zekor related how his education and 

experience in wildlife conservation led him to a job 

as a research analyst for the Missouri Legislature.  

Dan described his journey to that position and noted 

how fulfilling the work with the politicians had 

been.  The take-home message for students was, do 

not pass up opportunities to try a job that may be a 

little out of the ordinary in the field of wildlife 

biology and management ï that job may be a 

perfect fit for you. 

 

 
 

Another highlight of the workshop was the Saturday 

evening fish fry.  The fish fry was sponsored by 

Quail Unlimited and The Missouri Prairie 

Foundation.  The meal was planned, prepared, and 

served by members of the University of Central 

Missouri TWS Student chapter.  In fact, the UCM 

Chapter organized, shopped for, and served all 

meals during the workshop.  They were true 

partners in helping carry out the workshop. 

 

 
 

Many people contributed to the success of the 2009 

Workshop.  The Nature Conservancy graciously 

allowed us to host the event at Wah-Kon-Tah 

Prairie. Staff from MDCôs El Dorado Springs office 

eagerly provided logistical support and equipment 

for the workshop.  (Special kudos go to Len 



Gilmore for all his efforts before, during, and after 

the workshop!)  The Missouri Prairie Foundation 

(represented by Dennis Figg) and Quail Unlimited 

(represented by Nick Prough) provided a financial 

contribution by splitting the cost of Saturdayôs fish 

fry.  Chapter members Debby Fantz, Len Gilmore, 

Scott Sudkamp, and Dan Zekor gave presentations 

or led activities in the workshop.  Shauna 

Marquardt took photos and lent a hand when the 

help was needed. MOTWS board members Deb 

Burns, Jeff Esely, Kevin Hedgpeth, Alan Leary, and 

John Vogel helped keep the workshop running 

smoothly.  Johnôs hillbilly engineering solution of 

an empty soda bottle strapped against the flapping 

levers of a noisy exhaust vent in the main meeting 

room was an especially grateful fix on that windy 

day!  Thanks to all for your help with the workshop! 

 

 
 

The 2009 Spring Workshop was the 5th student 

workshop hosted by MOTWS.  The workshops are 

held to provide college students with opportunities 

to learn about and experience ecosystems and 

habitats in Missouri, and to learn technical skills 

important for wildlife conservation work.  The 

workshops also offer students opportunities to 

interact with working professionals and with 

students from other schools.  Previous workshops 

have been held at Fountain Grove Conservation 

Area, Bull Shoals Field Station, University Forest, 

and Klondike Park.  To become involved in a 

workshop, talk to any one of the executive board.  

We would love to have your help! 

 

Submitted by Rochelle Renken     

         

 
 

MOTWS Hats Now Available!  
 

 
 

What better way to show your pride in the Missouri 

Chapter of The Wildlife Society than to wear one of 

our new hats!  The hats are $12 each. Contact any 

member of the Executive Board to purchase a 

MOWTS hat. These great looking hats will be 

available at the 2010 Missouri Natural Resources 

Conference, February 3-5, 2009 at Tan-Tar-A resort 

at The Lake of the Ozarks at the Chapterôs booth! 

 
 

 

Ted still needs help! Ted Seiler would love to have 

your help on the 2010 MNRC Steering Committee!  

MoTWS is the host society for the 2010 conference.  

Ted is the 2010 MNRC Steering Committee Chair 

and the Committee still has a several chair slots that 

need to be filled.   So if you want to get involved 

with the planning for the 2010 MNRC, please 

contact Ted at Ted.Seiler@mdc.mo.gov or 660/385-

2616, ext. 118. 
 

As the Host Society of our annual Quad Society 

Conference, MoTWS will need help from many 

members to help make the conference a success. 

Registration workers are always welcome; 

illumination engineers (turn the lights off/on) are in 

demand; plus, we are always looking for fresh faces 

to work our Society booth during the conference. 

We want the 2010 MNRC to be the best it can be ï 

with your involvement.  If you can volunteer during 

the 2010 MNRC, please contact Ted Seiler at: 

Ted.Seiler@mdc.mo.gov. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 


