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2010 MOTWS Committees 

 

 
Audit----- Tom Bell 

Chambers Scholarship-----Bill Eddleman 
Education/Graduate Fellowship-----Josh Millspaugh 

Farmer/Conservationist-----Bob Schroeppel 
MNRC Steering-----Ted Seiler 
Membership----- Jeff Demand 

Nominating/Elections-----Dennis Browning 
Professional Development-----Jennifer Mittelhauser 
Resolutions/Public Statements-----Tom Kulowiec 

Runge Award-----Edd Brown 
Raffle/Auction-----Elsa Gallagher 

Operations Manual-----Margie Mitchell 
Stephens Award-----President’s Choice 

 
 

 
 

 



 
The President’s Corner 
     By Kevin Hedgpath 
 
The first half of 2010 has been very busy beginning 
with the MNRC conference at Tan-Tar-A.  We had 
great attendance and heard from many professionals 
and attended up to date training seminars.  We had 
good support for our fundraiser at the mixer and 
more importantly were able to get to know folks in 
the wildlife field and students.  We were excited to 
have the National TWS president, Bruce Leopold as 
a guest speaker at our annual meeting and he was 
very impressed with MOTWS and the MNRC.   He 
gave us updates on Nationals and provided insight 
to additional funding opportunities for education 
and grant availability. It is important to support the 
MNRC conference and I hope many of you will join 
us for the 2011 conference in February as we are the 
host society.   
 
I attended the CFM meeting luncheon on February 
27 representing MOTWS.  Our conservation 
partners in the state, including many NGO’s-
NWTF, CFM, MCHF, grassland coalitions and 
others were represented and it was shown that these 
partners are needed to effectively do conservation 
work together in these tougher economic times.  
 
The student workshop went very well on April 10-
11 with a great turnout as shown in the article that 
follows.   
 
I represented the MOTWS at the first ever MO fire 
summit in May at Columbia. This was a cooperative 
effort to define a mission statement and bring all 
partners together to maintain our continued use of 
prescribed fire in Missouri for wildlife habitat. 
Many agencies from Missouri and surrounding 
states agree we need a coalition of all agencies to be 
most effective in promoting prescribed fire, using 
fire on the landscape and certifying the training 
needed to safely use this valuable tool. 
 
I attended the White Nose Syndrome meeting at 
MSU, Springfield campus on June 1-2.  The top 
professionals in the field of bat research, 
management, monitoring, policy writers, cave 
owners,  and as many as 40 different agency 
representatives came together to develop the 
direction we need to take as a state for a state WNS 
policy and action plan.  This will address protocols 

for monitoring, handling, disinfecting, testing and 
research for bats of Missouri as we hope to 
minimize exposure, transmission and transport of 
WNS.  It is sad to report that at least two counties in 
our state and one county in Oklahoma now have 
bats that tested positive for the presence of the 
fungus Geomyces  destructans that is associated 
with WNS.   
 
Upcoming events that we hope to see you at include 
the summer professional workshop on Wetland 
ecology and management at Columbia July 30, and 
the MONAC meeting at Tan-Tar-A Oct 26-29, 
2010.  Around the Southwest Missouri Region we 
will continue working with the MSU student 
chapter on many projects that include turkey 
trapping, songbird surveys, dove trapping and 
banding, quail surveys, and habitat projects.  
Congratulations to Leslie Brinkman, the president 
of the student chapter at Truman State University at 
Kirksville for starting a brand new chapter at their 
school. 
 
It’s not too early to be thinking about your 
nominations for 2012 president and secretary 
positions that will be open.  We always need 
committee members so let us know if you can help. 
 
Thanks and have a wonderful summer. 

 
 

 
Ad-Hoc Working Professionals’ 
Workshop Committee News 

By Liz Ball, Chair 
 
This year the workshop committee will be hosting 
the second annual Working Professionals’ 
Workshop in Columbia. This year’s workshop 
features guest speakers and a field tour focusing on 
the topics of Wetland Ecology and Management. 
The workshop will be hosted on Friday, July 30th 
beginning at 10:00 at the USGS headquarters 
outside of Columbia. Registration is limited but free 
to all chapter members. For non-members the fee is 
$15 and includes the workshop events, lunch and a 
one-year membership to the Wildlife Society state 
chapter. More information can be found in the 
announcement at the end of this newsletter. We 
hope to see you there! 

 



 
2011 MNRC conference progress 

By Ted Seiler, 2011 MNRC Chair 
�
The theme for the 2011 Missouri Natural Resources 
Conference is “The Human Element: People, 
Politics, and Conservation”.  The planning 
committee is busy finding plenary speakers, setting 
up workshops, and making sure everything is 
running smoothly (at least we think so at this 
moment).  In an effort to make the conference more 
appealing to field level people, we are trying to 
solicit workshops that provide technical training.  
We are also hosting a deer management workshop, 
put together by Jason Sumners on Wednesday 
before the conference which will hopefully get 
people there who will then stay for all or part of the 
conference.  There are a host of other workshop 
ideas that we have, plus those that get submitted 
from outside the committee.  We should have a 
good array of workshops to select from.  If you 
have other workshop ideas you’d like to see at the 
conference, please pass the information on to the 
program chair, Keith Jackson. 
 
Our planning committee chairs are all occupied, but 
we will not turn any help away.  If you wish to gain 
experience by serving on the committee but do not 
want the “pressure” of chairing a committee, now is 
a great time to volunteer! 
 
Finally, thanks to last year being such a successful 
conference, we are talking with the quad-societies 
about dividing some of the “surplus” funds in the 
MNRC account back out to the societies.   

 
 
Farmer Conservationist Award 
Committee 
 By Bob Schroeppel, Chair 
 
Suitable wildlife habitat on private land is the key to 
the success of all wildlife species in Missouri.  
Farmers are responsible for developing and 
managing most of this habitat on private land.  In 
the last several years, the term “farmer” has taken 
on a slightly different meaning.  Most traditional 
farmers lived on the farm, whether they owned, 
leased or rented the land, and they earned a majority 
of their income from the farm.  Today’s “farmer” 

may still manage their farm, but they may only 
derive a portion of their total income from that farm 
operation.  Many of them work off the farm in a 
“day job” and carry out their farm responsibilities in 
the evenings or on the weekends.  
  
Regardless of how he fit into the definition of a 
farmer, Mickey Owen of Silex, Missouri, won the 
2009 Farmer Conservationist Award presented by 
the Missouri Chapter – TWS.  Jeff Esely, Private 
Land Conservationist for the Missouri Department 
of Conservation, nominated Mr. Owen for this well-
deserved recognition.  The TWS – Missouri Chapter 
would like to thank Mr. Owen for all of his hard 
work to improve the wildlife habitat on his 
property. 
  
Requests for nominations for this award are sent out 
around the end of each calendar year.  Please 
consider nominating a deserving landowner in your 
area. 
 
 

 

 
  



 
Treasurer’s Report 2/1/2010 – 6/11/2010 

By Julie Fleming, Treasurer  
 
CHECKING ACCOUNT  
Beginning Balance  2/1/10:    $7519.21  
Ending Balance       6/11/10:  $9101.73 
Credits  

Membership                     $1595.00 
2010 Membership dues: 159 @ $10       $ 1590.00  
2010 Student Membership dues: 1 @ $5       $5.00  
 
MNRC                                  $1652.00 
Silent Auction $ 429.00  
Raffle        $1223.00 
 
2010 Spring Student Workshop       $  480.00  
Registrations 32 @ $15                   $  480.00  
 
2010 Professional Workshop       $  55.00 
Registrations 11 @ $5                    $  55.00 
 
Other                                 $   7.24  
Dividends $ 7.24  
 
Total Income                     $3789.24 

  
Debits  
 

MNRC                              $ 847.41 
Award plaques        $ 481.41 
Gun for raffle        $ 290.00 
Extra tables for booth $  76.00 
 
2010 Spring Student Workshop      $ 866.31 
Ozark Underground Laboratory tour      $ 480.00  
Food & supplies                     $ 386.31  
 
Other                                $ 33.00  
Renewal of web domain name $ 33.00 

 
Total Expenses                     $2206.72 

 
PRIMARY SHARE ACCOUNT (Mid-West Account)  
 
Beginning Balance 2-1-2010  $50.82  
Ending Balance 6-11-10          $50.91 
Credits:  
Dividends: $00.09  
Total Income: $00.09 
Debits:  
Total Expenses: $00.00 

 
 

 

 
 
Two Missouri Chapter Members 
Receive National Recognition 
 
The Wildlife Society (TWS) established its 
Leadership Institute in 2006 to provide a select 
group of TWS members with basic leadership 
training that will prepare them to move into 
leadership positions, both in their workplace and in 
the Society.   Fifteen early-career wildlife 
professionals were selected to participate in the 
2010 TWS Leadership Institute.  Participants take 
part in a variety of distance learning and hands-on 
projects.  The program culminates with intensive 
mentoring activities and leadership workshops at 
the 2010 TWS Annual Conference in Snowbird, 
Utah in October.  The Missouri Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society is happy to announce that two of 
its members, Shauna Marquardt and Liz Ball, were 
accepted into the 2010 Leadership Institute.  
 
Shauna is a Wildlife Biologist with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation.  She manages Eagle 



Bluffs Conservation Area in Columbia, an 
intensively managed wetland complex with a focus 
on migratory water birds.  Shauna received her B.S. 
in Biology from the University of Central Missouri 
in 2003 and her M.S. in Biological Sciences from 
Fort Hays State University in 2005.  Shauna has 
been actively involved with The Wildlife Society 
since she was an undergraduate at the University of 
Central Missouri, where she was one of the 
founding officers of the student chapter of TWS.  
Shauna currently serves on the Professional 
Development Committee at the state chapter level 
and the 75th Anniversary Planning Committee at the 
national level, and is a TWS mentor.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Liz is a Resource Science Assistant with the 
Missouri Department of Conservation.  Her work 
focuses on various projects related to the Missouri 
Forest Ecosystem Project (MOFEP) and 
collaborates with resource scientists on identifying 
research needs and developing projects.  Liz 
received her B.S. in Environmental Science/Biology 
from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania in 2004 
and a Dual Master’s degree in Wildlife Ecology and 
Ecology, Evolutionary Biology and Behavior from 
Michigan State University in 2007. Liz is actively 
involved with The Wildlife Society at both the state 
and national levels by serving on several 
committees and also serving as a mentor for fellow 
wildlife professionals.  

 

2010 Spring Student Workshop 
By Kevin Hedgpeth 

�

 
 
We had 31 folks tour the Ozark Underground 
Laboratory near Protem, MO with Mr. Tom Aley.  
What a great source of information about 
watersheds, protecting our resources, endangered 
species (tumbling creek cave snails and others)bat 
friendly chute gates and cave entrances,  
groundwater contamination and protection and 
much more.   
 

 
 
 



We enjoyed lunch under the shade tree near the 
entrance to the cave, provided by the MSU student 
chapter. We had an informational hog presentation 
by James Dixon of MDC at the Bull Shoals field 
Station located on the Drury-Mincy Conservation 
Area.     Dr. Lynn Robbins of MSU gave an update 
on the bat research being done at the field station.  
The students enjoyed a little free time around Bull 
Shoals lake and dinner was provided by the 
MOTWS chapter.  Several grad students set up mist 
nets and demonstrated anabat and associated data 
collection programs and were able to capture 
several bats for the students to get up close and 
personal with if they wanted to.  Data was collected 
from the bats and they were each checked for signs 
of WNS with none being detected at that site.  
These same grad students of Dr. Robbins have since 
discovered WNS in bats sampled from a southern 
Missouri County.  Joseph Lemen led an amphibian 
and reptile survey walk on the conservation area 
and many specimens were encountered, giving the 
workshop participants hands on field experience.  
 

 
 
A water quality talk was given by Beth Bowles 
about her work at the field station.  
 
A rocket net/turkey trapping demo was provided by 
MDC personnel Brad Jump and Chez Kleeman and 
may have been the first time two one gallon cans 
were captured on the first attempt. 
 

 
 
Last, but not least was the highlight of the day, an 
eleven acre Savannah/woodland prescribed burn 
that had all the workshop attendee’s participating.   
It was hot and dry but the burn went well with lots 
of hands on experience for those level one 
prescribed burn trained individuals testing out their 
fire lighting and fire fighting techniques. It turned 
out to be a great weekend learning experience and 
interaction with undergrad and grad students, 
experts in their particular field, and working 
professionals in the wildlife field. Thanks a lot to all 
who volunteered, participated and provided 
presentations. 
 

 
�
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What better way to show your pride in the Missouri 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society than to wear one of 
our new hats!  The hats are $12 each. Contact any 
member of the Executive Board to purchase a 
MOWTS hat. These great looking hats will be 
available at the 2011 Missouri Natural Resources 
Conference, February 2-4, 2011 at Tan-Tar-A resort 
at The Lake of the Ozarks at the Chapter’s booth! 

 

FREE MONEY-Any Takers? 
 
The MOTWS Travel Grant is available to all MOTWS 
members for travel to conferences. The Grant has not 
been used much since it was developed. In these days of 
tight budgets and very tight travel budgets for all 
agencies, additional funds such as the travel grant could 
be just what you need to convince your boss to let you 
make that trip!  The application deadline for travel grant 
funds is July 15.  Go to the website at www.motws.org 
for more details. 

 

 

Conferences of Interest 
 

MNRC 2010  
Lake of the Ozarks, Tan-Tar-A Resort February 2 - 4, 

2011 

Annual Wildlife Society Conference 
Snowbird, Utah – September 19-23, 2010 

 
Student Chapters 

 
There are currently 6 active Student Chapters of The 
Wildlife Society in Missouri. Get involved with your 
nearest chapter by providing volunteer opportunities for 
our next generation to gain valuable experience in the 
Wildlife field. Student chapter contacts are listed below.  

 
Missouri State University 

 
Missouri Western 

 
Southeast Missouri State University 

 
Truman State University 

 
University of Central Missouri 

 
University of Missouri 

 
 

 

 

�

 

 
 

 



 
 
The State Chapter dues ($10.00 annually) are important 
to maintain our funds towards projects, the website, 
scholarships, workshops, and travel reimbursement. If 
you have not paid your dues for 2009, please mail 
payment to: 
 
  Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
  PO Box 743 
  Columbia, MO 65205 – 0743 

 
 

 
 
Last year generous members and corporate sponsors 
donated artwork, hunting accessories, backpacks 
and other items to make our auction extremely 
successful. If members would once again donate 
items or contact a business for a donation, we could 
make this auction successful as well. Remember, all 
donations are tax deductible and you will be helping 
The Wildlife Society’s scholarship fund. 
 
If you have items or time to donate or have 
additional questions, please contact Elsa Gallagher, 
MNRC Raffle Committee chair.  

 
 
 

Websites to Know 
 

Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
http://www.motws.org  
 
The Wildlife Society 
http://www.wildlife.org/index.cfm  
 
Missouri Department of Conservation 

http://www.mdc.mo.gov  
�

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
http://www.fws.gov/ 
 
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
http://www.iafwa.org/ 
 
Conservation Federation of Missouri 
http://www.confedmo.org  
 
MO DNR   
http://www.dnr.mo.gov    
 
USDA/NRCS 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/           
 
USDA/APHIS  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/  
 
Texas A&M job board 
http://wfscnet.tamu.edu/jobboard/index.htm 
 
Conservation Federation of Missouri 
http://www.confedmo.org/ 
 
U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance  
http://www.wlfa.org/ 
 
Organization of Wildlife Planners 
http://www.owpweb.org/ 
 
Wildlife Management Institute 
http://www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

�

�
�
�
�
�



 
Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society  

Application Information 
 

 

 
 
The Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society cordially invites 
you to join us! If you haven't already done so, take a look at what 
we are all about.  

You do not have to be a member of our parent society, The 
Wildlife Society to join our State Chapter. However, if you would like more information about our parent 
society, just click here.  

Annual Dues are just $10.00. As a member you will receive:  

·  A semi-annual newsletter.  
·  The opportunity to interact with other wildlife professionals in Missouri.  
·  The opportunity to serve on several committees and working groups which actively influence wildlife 

conservation and management in Missouri.  
·  The opportunity to attend occasional continuing education workshops and symposia.  

To Join: 

Down-load a membership form (in PDF format)  
   
        OR  
   
Send us your:  
    name  
    mailing address  
    phone number (optional)  
    Fax number (optional)  
    e-mail address (optional)  
    along with your $10.00 dues (make Checks payable to Missouri Chapter TWS) To:  
 

Missouri Chapter of The Wildlife Society  
P.O. Box 743  

Columbia, MO 65205 - 0743 

If you just would like more information, you can e-mail us at motws@motws.org.  

We Hope To Be Hearing From You!! 
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9:45 - 10:00 Meet at USGS Columbia Environmental Research Center (CERC) located at 4200  

East New Haven Road, Columbia, MO 65201.   
 
10:00 – 10:30 Mike McKee- ��������	
���
�����
�����
������	���������	�  
 
10:35 – 11:05 Chris Shulse- “Building better wetlands for amphibians: the importance of  

design and placement” 
 
11:10 – 11:40 James Reenan- "Understanding the COE Regulatory Program related to Wetland  

   Mitigation"   
 
11:40 – 12:15 Lunch at USGS Pavilion / carpool to field sites 
 
12:30 – 2:15 Private lands visit with Shawn Duckworth and John Baker in  

Cooper County 
 
2:30 – 4:00 Eagle Bluffs visit with Tim James and Shauna Marquardt  
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Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________ Email: _____________________________________________ 
 
Employer: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dietary Restrictions: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name & Phone: _______________________________________________________ 
 
I am a current (2010) MOTWS member - FREE_____ I am a new member of MOTWS - $15_____ 
 
      Yes, I would like a CD copy of the presentations from the workshop.  
 

Note: The registration fees cover the cost of lunch and workshop events. 
 

Please forward check payable to MOTWS and this form to: 
Julie Fleming 

Missouri Department of Conservation 
1110 South College Avenue 

Columbia, MO  65201 
 
 

Registration Deadline: July 16th, 2010 
 

Submission of this form and payment of the non-refundable registration fee is required. 
 
 
Date: _________________________ Signature: ___________________________________________ 

 


