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2011 MOTWS Committees 

 

 

Audit -----Tom Bell 

Chambers Scholarship-----Dan Zekor 

Education/Graduate Fellowship-----Josh Millspaugh 

Farmer/Conservationist-----Bob Schroeppel 

MNRC Steering-----Alan Leary 

Membership----- Jeff Demand 

Nominating/Elections-----Dennis Browning 

Professional Development-----Jennifer Mittelhauser 

Resolutions/Public Statements-----Tom Kulowiec 

Runge Award-----Jim Gebhart 

Raffle/Auction-----Landry Jones 

Operations Manual-----Margie Mitchell 

Stephens Award-----Presidentôs Choice 
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Presidentôs Corner 
 By Chris Newbold 

 

Well ï I have been pondering what to write for my 

first newsletter article as President of MOTWS.  

Iôve been thinking about how I could both motive 

and entertain you with my insightful (and witty) 

thoughts regarding the role your state Chapter of 

The Wildlife Society plays in your life.  Apparently, 

I am not the creative writer that my kids are (my 10-

year old daughter has written a novella about the 

exploits of a rabbit family that lives in our back 

yard ) so I instead will use this time to tell you 

about the activities the Chapter has been working in 

2011. 

 

First off, the Chapter held its summer Working 

Professional Workshop in July.  The workshop was 

held in Taney County during one of the hottest 

times all summer.  However, the Ad Hoc Working 

Professional Workshop Committee knew what it 

was doing and developed a cave tour for us this year 

(a 55 degree cave in July is a great idea.)  Many 

thanks to the entire Workshop Committee for the 

time and energy they put into developing this 

activity.  The Workshop was lightly attended this 

year, but the content was excellent and everyone 

who attended went away with a greater 

understanding and appreciation of cave and karst 

ecosystems.  Since these summer workshops are 

intended to provide professional development to 

MOTWS members and everyone who participates 

wants to continue this activity, the ad hoc 

Professional Workshop Committee has been 

absorbed into the standing Professional 

Development Committee.  This committee is 

currently being chaired by Jennifer Mittelhauser and 

is hard at work developing next yearôs professional 

development workshop. 

 

Serving as President of MOTWS this year has 

reaffirmed to me that we have several strong 

Student Chapters of the Wildlife Society in 

Missouri.  In September we learned that the 

Missouri Western State University Chapter was 

awarded the INTERNATIONAL student Chapter of 

the year by the Parent Society.  This award goes 

along with 2 previous North Central Section 

Student Chapter of the Year Awards in 2009 and 

2010 for MWSU.  In 2011, the University of 

Missouri Chapter hosted the Midwest Student 

Conclave and the University of Central Missouri 

has volunteered to lead the 2012 Midwest Conclave.   

I have also begun working with the Wildlife Club at 

Lincoln University in Jefferson City.  They are a 

new club on campus and are working to apply for 

membership as an officially recognized Student 

Chapter of The Wildlife Society.  If we complete 

this process, then they will become the 7
th
 Student 

Chapter in Missouri.   Our state is blessed with 

strong Student Chapters that are producing our next 

generation of professional leaders. 

 

The MOTWS with celebrate its 50
th
 Anniversary in 

2012 and the Executive Board has been busy 

planning those activities.  Please plan on joining us 

at the 2012 MNRC to celebrate and commemorate 

this milestone.  We are planning a reception at the 

MNRC mixer, a 50
th
 Anniversary Luncheon during 

MNRC, and a few special presentations at the 

Annual Business Meeting.  We also plan on hosting 

Paul Krausman, The Wildlife Societyôs 2012 

President, at this yearôs MNRC.  Please plan on 

joining us in February for these events. 

 

Finally, I want to thank all the members who have 

put in hard work and time to make the MOTWS 

valuable.  Without people willing to serve as 

committee chairs, as Executive Board officers, or to 

just pitch in at Chapter events, we could not 

accomplish the things we do.  I hope MOTWS 

continues to receive your strong support.  In fact, 

you can continue that support by casting your vote 

for President and Treasurer, two positions that will 

need to be filled in 2012.  There is a ballot for these 

two positions at the end of this newsletter. 

 

RYDER'S RAMBLINGS  

Thomas Ryder, President of The Wildlife Society 

Council 

Reprinted from The Wildlife Societyôs September 2011 Newsletter 

This will be my last missive as President of The 

Wildlife Society. Itôs been a rapid year, but one of 

the most humbling and gratifying experiences of my 

career.  

 

As I pen these words, Iôm in Barcelona, Spain 

attending a meeting of the International Union of 

Game Biologists with President-elect Paul 

Krausman and John Bissonette from Utah State 



University. We traveled across the ñBig Waterò to 

begin what I hope will be an ongoing dialogue with 

our European wildlife colleagues on behalf of TWS. 

 

If you tried to tell me Iôd be in Europe doing 

wildlife ñstuffò when I started my career, Iôd have 

said you were crazy. As a state regional wildlife 

biologist most of my life, this type of opportunity is 

rarely possible for folks in similar positions. 

However, this trip is only one of a myriad of 

personal and professional opportunities Iôve been 

afforded through my participation in TWS. 

 

The Society has been a huge part of my life since I 

read a wetlands article in The Journal of Wildlife 

Management by some guy named Paul Errington 

from Iowa almost 36 years ago. There was 

something about that plain gray cover and the 

hieroglyphics logo that hooked me for life (oh yeah, 

the quality of the article helped, too). As I later 

learned, Errington was one of the early members of 

TWS and a great wetlands ecologist to boot!  

Needless to say, Iôve been active in TWS one way 

or another from that day forward. 

 

Over the intervening years, Iôve had the great honor 

to serve on multiple TWS committees at all levels 

of the organization: as President of the Wyoming 

Chapter and Central Mountains and Plains Section, 

as Section Representative to Council for six years, 

and on TWSô Executive Committee for the past 

three years. Through these endeavors, Iôve learned 

much concerning interpersonal dynamics, 

parliamentary procedures, and leadershipðskills 

with direct applicability to my ñpaying job.ò 

 

Itôs difficult to enumerate the incredible number of 

other professional benefits the organization has 

provided to me. The countless presentations, 

seminars, and workshops Iôve attended at TWS 

meetings helped increase my understanding of 

wildlife and their habitats. The articles Iôve been 

fortunate enough to publish in JWM, WSB, and The 

Wildlife Professional made me become a better 

writer and thinker. Similarly, the hundreds of 

articles Iôve read from these same publications have 

enabled me to obtain a much broader perspective of 

the issues facing the profession and provided the 

technical understanding to better manage the 

resources Iôve been responsible for. In fact, I give 

great credit to TWS for all of the professional 

advancements Iôve attained with the Wyoming 

Game & Fish Department, up to and including my 

recent promotion to Assistant Chief of our Wildlife 

Division last month. 

 

On the personal front, my involvement in TWS has 

allowed me to develop a wonderful network of 

friendsðpeople I never would have met otherwise.  

Iôve gained friendships with folks across the U.S. 

and Canada and from all segments of the 

profession. Weôve shared many trials and 

tribulations through the years, but in all these 

experiences, our shared love of the Society and 

wildlife resources have provided a solid foundation 

to help us get up and fight another day. 

 

What Iôm trying to say in my rambling fashion is 

that TWS means a lot to me. It should mean a lot to 

you, too. I beg you to take advantage of the benefits 

that being a member of this organization provides. 

If a small town Iowa kid like me can become 

President of The Wildlife Society, think what you 

can achieve. Especially you students and young 

professionals out thereðdream big, set personal 

goals, and go after them. Through TWS, youôll get 

the tools and help you need to reach them. And 

along the way youôll make a huge difference for the 

wildlife resources we all care so passionately about. 

 

Thank you for trusting me as your President these 

past 12 months. Keep fighting the good and just 

fight, ócause thereôs a lot ridinô on it. 

 
 

 

 
 



The MOTWS Professionalsô Workshop Committee 

held its 3
rd

 Annual Workshop in July. The 

workshop, which was held in Taney County, 

Missouri, focused on cave and karst ecology.  Dr. 

Tom Aley, of the Ozark Underground Laboratory, 

led us on a day long field trip through the watershed 

of Tumbling Creek and underground through 

Tumbling Creek Cave.  Tom led the group in the 

morning on the surface to discuss the relationship 

between the surface and the cave.  For example, 

Tom described how north and south facing slopes 

on the surface affect temperature and moisture 

within the underlying cave.  Tom also spent time 

explaining the ways water enters a cave system and 

how large of a role water quality plays into the 

health of the cave system. 

 

During lunch, the group received an update from 

MDCôs Resource Scientist Tony Elliot regarding 

White-nosed Syndrome and some of the emerging 

conservation efforts to combat this important issue. 

 

 
 

 

Finally, in the heat of the late-July day, Dr. Aley led 

the group into the 55 degree temperature Tumbling 

Creek Cave to continue the field tour.  The tour 

discussed such things as cave energy inputs, water 

quality, cave formations, and the abundant cave 

fauna.  The group got to see grotto salamanders, 

tricolored and grey bats, and several other cave 

species. 

 

 
 

The Professional Development Committee is 

working to bring a new workshop to Society 

members in 2012.  If you have any topic 

suggestions, please contact the Committee Chair, 

Jennifer Mittlehauser, and let her know your ideas.  

We want the summer workshop to be one that is 

valuable to MOTWS members and would love to 

hear your suggestions.   

 

 

MOTWS Travel Grant Used to Travel to 

Urban Wildlife Conference. 
By Edd Brown 

 

Thanks to the Missouri State Chapter of the 

Wildlife Societyôs Travel Grant, I was able to attend 

the Urban Wildlife Management and Planning 

Conference in Austin, Texas.  This Conference 

brings professional urban biologists and planners 

together to share current information on the state of 

urban wildlife management and urban ecology.  I 

was only one of 3 Missourians to attend the 

Conference.   

 

I arrived in Austin the afternoon of May 21.  After 

dinner in downtown Austin, we waited about an 

hour on the Congress Avenue Bridge until shortly 

after sundown when ¾ million bats left their roost 

under the bridge to begin a night of feeding on 

millions of insects. This is a spectacular sight, 

evidenced by the several hundred onlookers on the 

bridge as well as in the river below, many on 

sightseeing tour boats. The Texas Highway 

Department developed special bridge designs to 

accommodate roosting bats in the intentional 

crevices along support spans of the bridge on the 

Congress Avenue Bridge and other state bridges 



and have been recognize nationally for their bat 

conservation efforts. 

 

The Urban Wildlife Management and Planning 

Conference was three days and included topics such 

as Integrating Wildlife Conservation into 

Neighborhood Design, Nontraditional Wildlife 

Habitat Sources, Planning Tools for Protecting 

Water Sources and Urban Green Spaces, 

Conservation Messaging to Diverse Stakeholders, 

and Policy and Processes for Overabundant 

Wildlife.  Many of the topics are directly related to 

issues we deal with in urban Kansas City. 

 
Trip Report  

National Bobwhite Technical Committee 

(NBTC) Meeting 

By Tim Kavan 

 

The acquisition of The Wildlife Societies Travel 

Grant enabled me to attend the National Bobwhite 

Technical Committee meeting (NBTC) from 

August 9-12 in Tallahassee, Florida.  Over 120 

bobwhite leaders representing agencies and NGOs 

from 23 states participated in this four-day meeting.  
 

The NBTC meets annually to advance 

implementation the Northern Bobwhite 

Conservation Initiative (NBCI).  This conference 

combined the biannual meeting of the NBTC 

Steering Committee, a half-day training workshop 

for state quail coordinators, two half-days of key 

presentations, two half-days of technical 

subcommittee meetings and a daylong field trip to 

examine prime quail habitat in the nearby Red Hills 

region.   

A recurring theme was the need for states to 

implement GIS-based habitat treatment objectives 

included in the updated NBCI plan.  MDC staff will 

update county-level acreage treatment objectives 

based on the GIS-based information presented in 

NBCI 2.0.  These new objectives will become part 

of Regional Quail Plans within our statewide quail 

plan.  

 

Field Trip Highlights  

 
Humidity hung in the air on this brisk August 

morning in the Red Hills of northern Florida.  This 

land produced cotton until the 1880s.  Today, much 

of the region is dominated by longleaf pine, live oak 

and mixtures of domestic and native herbaceous 

vegetation.  A two-to-three year burn rotation is 

needed to maintain control of woody species and 

maintain brooding cover. 

 

 
Treasurerôs Report 2/3/2011 ï 11/30/2011 

By Julie Fleming, Treasurer  

 

CHECKING ACCOUNT  
Beginning Balance  2/3/11: $ 5,395.23  

Ending Balance    11/30/11: $ 5,092.38 

 

Credits  
Membership       $ 1,290.00 
2010 Membership 

dues: 1 @ $10   $ 10.00  

2011 Membership 

dues: 128 @ $10   $ 1,280.00  

 

MNRC  2011       $ 1,145.00 

× Waiting on the Austin, TX Congress Avenue Bridge shortly before 
sundown to see ¾ million bats leaving their roost under the 

bridge. 
 



Silent Auction  $ 545.00  

Raffle    $ 552.00 

Hat Sales   $ 48.00 

 

2011 Professional Workshop    $ 170.00 

Registrations @ $10 $170.00 

 

Other         $ 265.41 

Reimbursement from  

MNRC    $ 230.00 

Refund from Brown 

Printing    $ 10.40 

Dividends   $ 25.01 

 

Total Income         $2,882.41 

 

 
Debits  

 

MNRC  2011        $ 1,14.07 
Award plaques  $ 114.07 

Engraving for Runge 

Perpetual Plaque  $ 3.37 

 

MNRC 2012       $ 306.00 
Rental of 4 tables  $ 76.00 

Booth Rental   $ 230.00 

 

2011 Student Conclave      $ 500.00 
Donation to help  

with expenses  $ 500.00  

 

Professional Travel Grant    $ 1,000.00 

 

Professional Workshop    $ 580.64 
Box lunches   $ 193.08 

Ice and drinks  $ 47.56 

Tour fees   $ 340.00 

 

 

Other           $ 680.80  
Ink pad for deposit 

Stamp    $ 5.68 

Locking cash box 

and ticket rolls  $ 35.68 

Postage    $ 8.80 

Tabletop Display  $ 313.24 

Website hosting  $ 107.40 

Post office box rent $ 44.00 

MO Cons. Fed. Dues $ 166.00 

 

Total Expenses       $ 3,185.26

 
 

The Wildlife Societyôs Sponsor-

A-Student Campaign  
 

The Missouri Chapter will be sponsoring 6 

Student Memberships to the National Society 

through the Sponsor -A-Student campaign.  

Missouri has 6 current student chapters.  The 

Spons or -A-Student campaign is used to  help 

introduce deserving students to their professional 

society. Last year, this progra m introduced more 

than  145 new students to TWS.  

 

To f ind qualified students, student chapter 

advisors are asked to nominate candidates, 

whose names will go into a pool. Students are 

then  randomly select ed to receive a sponsored 

membership in TWS.  

 

If othe r members would like to have the 

opportunity to make this new program a success 

they can participate by sponsoring student 

memberships  also ðfor only $36 per student.  

 

Every $36 raised will help one new student 

to benefit from membership in TWS, engage 

wi th wildlife professionals, and open a new 

door to wildlife management and 

conservation knowledge.   

 

Tax -deductible contributions can be made by 

visiting http://wildlife.org/sponsorstudents . Your 

generosit y is appreciated and will help sustain 

the next generation of wildlife professionals.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Usually the Chapter hosts a Spring Student 

Workshop that gives members of the 6 Student 

Chapters in Missouri a chance to network with each 

other, other State Chapter members and 

professionals in the field.  However, in 2011 The 

http://wildlife.org/sponsorstudents



